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Ruffler

To attach the ruffler you may need to move your cutting blade
over. Raise the needle to the highest point. Loosen your presser
foot thumb screw and attach the ruffler to presser bar, at the
same time place the form arm (letter B in the bottom picture)
astride the needle clamp.

There are many styles of ruffler attachments; however, the
basic operation is the same for all, such as where you place the
material for gathering. The main differences are in the
adjustments for the number of stitches between your actual
ruffle. The one on the right is called
a 12, 6, 1 stitch ruffler. Lifting the
lever into the slots changes the
distance between each ruffler. The
one on the left is controlled by the
thumbscrew on the top. Turning it
will give you the same variation.

The lines 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 shows where to place the fabric for
whichever ruffling you are doing, such as:

Line 1 - correct position
for the fabric that you
are placing the ruffled
fabric on

Line 2 - material to be
ruffled

Line 3 - facing for the
ruffle

Line 4 - strip of piping
material

Line 5 - edge to be

piped

The names and uses of the main parts of the Ruffler are very
important to just help you “master” this wonderful attachment.

A - Foot — attaches to your presser bar in place of your normal
presser foot

B — Fork Arm - this is placed astride the needle clamp (a little
maneuvering here)
C —Adjusting Screw  — regulates the fullness of your gathering

D — Projection - this part projects through the slots in the
adjusting level (lift & move)

E —Adjusting Lever — this sets the ruffler for gathering or
making a plait at every 6 inches or at every 12 inches (as you
wish). This is also for disengaging the ruffler when gathering or
plaiting is not wanted



F — Adjusting Finger  — this regulates the width or the size of
your plaits

G — Separator Guide - this is the guide on the bottom of the
ruffler and contains slots into which the edge of the material is
placed to keep the heading of the ruffle even. It is also for
separating your material to be ruffled from the material you are
placing the ruffle

H — Ruffling Blade - this upper blue steel blade (teeth at the
end) pushes the material in plaits up to the needle

J — Separator Blade - this lower blue steel blade (without
teeth) prevents the teeth of the ruffling blade coming into
contact with the feed of your machine or the material to where
you are applying the ruffle or plaiting

To make fine gathering, shorten the stroke of the ruffling blade
by turning the adjusting screw (C) upward; also shorten the
stitch. To make full gathering, lengthen the stroke of the
ruffling blade by turning the adjusting screw (C) downward;
also lengthen the stitch. By varying these adjustments, many
pleasing varieties of work can be accomplished.

It is very important to look at this
photo and the following Singer
diagrams to see how to place the
material in the ruffler. If done
incorrectly (like | did the first
several times), it will not ruffle your
| material.

Correct position for material to be ruffled — place
according to the photo

To make a ruffle and attach it with a facing in one operation.
1. Insert the material to be ruffled between two blue
blades.
2. Please material to which ruffle is to be attached under
separator blade LINE 1.
3. Place facing material over upper blue blade LINE 4.

If facing is to be on the right side of garment, place wrong sides
of garment and ruffle together.

To pipe a Ruffle

1. Insert material to be ruffled between the two blue blades
LINE 3. Your material cannot exceed 1 %" in width.

2. Piping material is generally cut on the bias and should be
about ¥4” wide when folded in the center. Place the
piping material in the ruffler following LINE 5 with the
folded edges of the piping to the right.



3. Fold the edge of material to where the piping and ruffling
are to be attached and insert into the ruffler through
LINE 6.

To adjust for fine gathering, turn the adjusting screw upward
and shorten the stitch.

For fuller gathering, turn the adjusting screw downward and
lengthen the stitch.

The adjusting screw is on the top of the ruffler (see photo
below).

Relax and have fun. Try the various stitch lengths. Move the
ruffler into the next slot — watch what happens. Remember if
your ruffler looks like the one above, itis called a1, 6, 12
stitching.

This is an excerpt from, “Your Featherweight 221 & 222: Those
Wonderful Singer Attachments”. Author, Charlene Phillips. 2008.

Charlene Phillips is the author of the soon-to-be-released book
by Krause Publications, The Sewing Machine Attachment
Handbook. You can preorder it now at discount prices from
many online book stores.

Permission granted by the Singer Sewing Machine Company for
the use of photos.
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